research project
FINAL DATA ANALYSIS PROJECT GUIDELINES: 
GRADING RUBRICS FOR THE RESEARCH REPORT
1. A coherent and engaging research question. (Introduction)
2. Five plausible bivariate hypotheses. Provide a rationale for each. You may want to use readings to help motivate the hypotheses—if so, cite correctly. Make sure that the wording of the hypotheses (as well as the research question) reflects place-level data and avoids causal wording. (Introduction)
3. Correctly executed regression analysis for each (includes scatterplot, correlation, and the regression analysis with the model summary, ANOVA test for the significance of R-squared, and the table of standardized and non-standardized coefficients). (Findings)
4. If the scatterplot for one of your bivariate relationships looks terrible (i.e., not the least bit linear), display it and then test another hypothesis in its place. (Findings)
5. Well worded interpretation of the results for each hypothesis—including accurate reading of the significance and strength of the relationship, but even more importantly a discussion in plain language of what you found. At least for a couple of your hypotheses, look at the cases (countries or states): which ones are above the line, which are below the line, and what does that mean? What did you find when you sorted the cases on the variables? (Findings)
6. Include at least one multiple regression based on the results of the bivariate analysis and related to the overall research question. Do NOT use more than two predictor variables. You can place a number of promising variables in the bivariate correlation table (along with your dependent/outcome variable), and then pick the two predictor variables that are the most strongly correlated with your dependent variable. After that, do NOT try to produce the scatterplot, just go ahead with the regression analysis with the two predictor variables you selected. Look at the adjusted R-squared, rather than R-squared. Write a good interpretation of what you found. (Findings)
7. Write an interesting conclusion that addresses your research question. What have you learned about characteristics of countries (or states) and the quality of life in them? (Conclusion)
8. After you have completed all the work, write a short abstract that summarizes the research project and its findings. Place it at the start of the research report, right after the title.
The poster displays the results, but the interpretations are more concise. Use your research question (or a slightly condensed version of it) for the title of the poster, placing it at the top-center of the poster in nice large letters. (e.g., “Predictor Variables for Maternal Mortality Rates”). Organize the material in a way that is readable, clear, and attractive.
